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On Mencius' Concepts of “"Buh .Dong Shih” (FRgwx)

and “Yeany Chih” (£4&.)
Chen Kung

“Yeany Chih” is the most important and difficuit Chaptar in “Mencius”. The
fundamental thought of which is pointing out the way of moral practice. Yet he
starts from a discussion of “Buh Dong Shih” (without moving one’s heart), so there
involve many complications not clearly apprehended or even misunderstood by the
{former scholars.

This essay aims at a more detailed analysis of the original text of “Mencius”.
Firstly, it endeavors to explain and orient the three types of “Buh Dong Shin”
suggested by Mencius. Secondly, it endeavors to point out how Mencius is able to
achieve his state of “Buh Dong Shin,” and shows this is the highest type possible
of “Buh Dong Shin,” which represents a standard approach of orthodox Confucianism.
Finally, following Mencius to Shift his point of emphasis, we also reach a conclusion
that the so cailed “Yeany Chih” in “Mencinus” actually is nothing but a way of moral
practice, which can only realize or externalize the “Yihs” (%) within one’s intenal
moral will to the external events to make actual behaviors in life reasonable.

I hope this analysis is objective enough to supply a reference for the scholars
investigating on Mencius today. )



